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forest due to his stay there alongwith his retinue.2'5

Ways of securing food namely service as in the case of Dnona,
and begging as in the case of the Pdndavas living at Ekacakrapura,
and violence as in the case of demons are suggested in this Kdvya.
Prdyopavesa, that is one type of avoiding food, Upavdsa and Tapas,
where in the human individual abstains from eating food voluntarily
in view of religious merit etc. are also referred to here.

Thus the story of the food, the most basic need of the man
is narrated in its main features referred to in this kdvya. And it is
suggested that securing food is a must but means to secure it are
also to be righteous. The contrary of it is immoral and results in
suffering for the man who follows such a way.

(b) THE SHELTER:

Next comes the story of shelter for the material well being
of humanity. All varieties of human shelter from forest dwelling
to the divine palace built by Vi^vakarma are referred to in this
Kdvya. Hermitages, royal palaces with all their pomp, sacrificial
houses, temporary forest dwellings, assembly halls, tents, are all
described. And peculiarly, the jealousy of Duryodhana on seeing
the Mayasabhd, plays a key-role in giving the events of the story
a major turn. The envious Duryodhana, being insulted in it,
takes an oath to fight the Pdndavas. He himself gets another
assembly hall constructed. He can not do without palatial residences
and luxurious life. In contrast hero Dharmaja spends most of
his time in sacrificial halls and forest hermitages. He is neither
fascinated nor repelled by any pompous shelter. Shelter is just a
basic need for him and whatever he has to occupy he accepts it
with equanimity and prudence. The house of lac built to kill him,
and the prestigious Mayasabhd, the Ydga.?ald and the forest are
all of the same experience to him.
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